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Share of children 0-17 
whose parents say they 

do not live in a supportive 
neighborhood

Share of children 0-17 
whose mothers’ mental 
and emotional health is 

only good or fair
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And these are not wrong … 

… but they aren’t the whole story. 

Disaggregating data by race and 
ethnicity helps us tell the whole story. 



Let’s disaggregate some data, shall we?



INDICATOR: ASSETS FOR 
FINANCIAL SECURITY
Does the family have resources to 
help weather setbacks and invest in 
the future?

Measured by:

Homeownership



How is Iowa doing compared with the rest of the U.S.?

Percent of households in owner-occupied housing, 2016



How is Iowa doing compared with the rest of the U.S.?

Percent of households in owner-occupied housing, 2016

But when we disaggregate the data 
by race and ethnicity?



Percent of Iowa 
households that 
are owner-
occupied, by 
race/ethnicity, 
2012-16
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
American Community 
Survey



Percent of Iowa 
households that 
are owner-
occupied, 2005-
09 to 2012-16
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
American Community 
Survey



Asian

Two or more races American Indian African American

Hispanic or Latino

Percent of households that are owner-occupied by race/ethnicity, Iowa and U.S., 2012-16
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey

White, non-Hispanic



A history lesson

On redlining

With maps produced by HOLC



HOLC surveyed 
Cedar Rapids
Council Bluffs

Davenport
Des Moines

Dubuque
Waterloo
Sioux City









Where does that 
leave us today?
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About this history lesson

• This is one concrete examples of how disadvantage gets baked in our 
systems and magnified over generations. 

• Other systems have similar stories … 

… and similar outcomes. 
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About this history lesson

• This is one concrete examples of how disadvantage gets baked in our 
systems and magnified over generations. 

• Other systems have similar stories … 

… and similar outcomes. 

• Naturalization Act (1790)

• Social Security Act (1935)

• Wagner Act (1935)

• G.I. Bill (1944)



INDICATOR: SCHOOL SUCCESS

Is the child building the skills needed for 
a productive adulthood?

Measured by:

4th Grade Reading 
Proficiency



How is Iowa doing compared with the rest of the U.S.? 

Percent of 4th graders reading proficiently, 2016



How is Iowa doing compared with the rest of the U.S.? 

Percent of 4th graders reading proficiently, 2016

But when we disaggregate the data 
by race and ethnicity?



Percent of Iowa 
4th graders 
proficient in 
reading by 
race/ethnicity, 
2015-17
Source: Iowa Dept. of 
Education



Percent of Iowa 
4th graders 
proficient in 
reading by 
race/ethnicity, 
2011-13 to 
2015-17
Source: Iowa Dept. of 
Education



SAFETY AT HOME

Is the child safe from abuse or neglect?

Measured by:

Foster care 
placement



How is Iowa doing compared with the rest of the U.S.? 

Foster care placement rate (per 1,000), Iowa and U.S., 2012 
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But when we disaggregate the data 
by race and ethnicity?



Foster care placement rate (per 1,000), Iowa, 2012
Sources: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and U.S. Census Bureau



Percent of children who are uninsured by race and ethnicity, U.S., 16
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 1-year estimates

Foster care placement rate (per 1,000), Iowa, 2012
Sources: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and U.S. Census Bureau



Percent of children who are uninsured by race and ethnicity, U.S., 16
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 1-year estimates

Foster care placement rate (per 1,000), Iowa, 2012
Sources: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and U.S. Census Bureau



ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE
Can the child get needed preventive care and treatment of illness or injury?

Measured by:

Health insurance coverage



How is Iowa doing compared with the rest of the U.S.? 
Percent of children who are uninsured, 2016



But when we disaggregate the data by 
race and ethnicity?

How is Iowa doing compared with the rest of the U.S.? 
Percent of children who are uninsured, 2016



Percent of children who are uninsured by race and ethnicity, U.S., 2016
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 1-year estimates



Percent of people 
uninsured by age 
group, U.S., 2016
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
American Community Survey 1-year 
estimates



Number of 
uninsured Iowa 
children, 2009 
to 2016
Source: Georgetown Center 
for Children and Families 
analysis of census data



Share of Iowa 
children by 
health 
insurance type, 
2016
Source: Georgetown Center 
for Children and Families 
analysis of census data



Access to 
Health Care

Early 
Intervention

Engaged 
Caregivier 

School 
Success

• The point isn’t to 
consider any of these 
individual indicators in 
isolation. 

• They are interconnected.

• Intervention or support 
in one area may 
ultimately show up in 
gains in others. 
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